S80

Now, the Senate has handled an even
split before. Twenty years ago, faced
with the same scenario, the two leaders
brokered a power-sharing agreement so
the institution could function smooth-
ly.

The Democratic leader and I are dis-
cussing a similar agreement now. I
have been heartened to hear my col-
league say he wants the same rules
from the 2000s to apply today, because,
certainly, 20 years ago there was no
talk—none whatsoever—of  tearing
down longstanding minority rights on
legislation.

The legislative filibuster is a crucial
part of the Senate. Leading Democrats,
like President Biden himself, have long
defended it. Democrats themselves just
spent 6 years using it, literally, to
block bills from Senator TIM SCOTT’s
police reform to coronavirus relief.

And less than 4 years ago, when it
was Republicans who held the Senate,
the House, and the Presidency, 27 cur-
rent Democrats plus Vice President
HARRIS signed a letter insisting this
longstanding rule should not be bro-
ken.

So if the talk of unity and common
ground is to have meaning and, cer-
tainly, if the rules from 20 years ago
are to be our guide, then I cannot
imagine the Democratic leader would
rather hold up the power-sharing
agreement than simply reaffirm that
his side won’t be breaking this stand-
ing rule of the Senate.

I appreciate our ongoing, good-faith
discussions and look forward to finding
the solution together.

Our side takes a great deal of pride in
the accomplishments that three con-
secutive Republican Senates have de-
livered for the American people.

In 2014, our majority was elected to
check and balance the last years of a
lameduck Presidency.

In 2016, we were reelected to help ig-
nite a real, all-American economic
comeback, rebuild and modernize our
military, and fight for the forgotten
corners of our country. Together with
the Trump administration and a Re-
publican House, we did just that.

In 2018, we were rehired again on
those strong results, especially the his-
toric job market for American workers
and our commitment to the judiciary.

And now, even as voters chose Presi-
dent Biden for the White House, they
simultaneously shrunk Democrats’
House majority and elected this evenly
divided Senate.

The 2020 election was as far from a
sweeping mandate for ideological
transformation as any election we have
seen in modern history. The American
people stunned the so-called experts
with the number of Republicans they
sent to the House and to the Senate to
make sure commonsense conservative
values have a powerful say in the gov-
ernment.

So our side is ready to share ideas
and work with the Biden administra-
tion, applying common sense to find
common ground for the common good.
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But if and when our Democratic friends
depart from common sense, when they
retreat from common ground or their
proposals harm the common good, then
we will use the power the American
people have given us to push for what
we think is right.

On the Biden administration’s very
first day, it took several big steps in
the wrong direction. The President re-
entered the failed Paris climate agree-
ment, a terrible bargain that would set
us up to self-inflict major economic
pain on working American families
with no assurance that China or Russia
would honor their commitments. In
fact, the United States has already
been reducing carbon emissions, while
China and other nations in the agree-
ment have kept increasing theirs. Re-
joining will just set us up to kill Amer-
ican jobs while our competitors con-
tinue to roar on by.

The President also unilaterally can-
celed the Keystone XL, Pipeline. The
day-one priority was to kill thousands
of American jobs, including union jobs,
disappoint our strong ally Canada, and
reverse some of our progress toward en-
ergy security. This is a project that the
liberal Canadian Government and
Prime Minister Trudeau support—an
investment in North American energy.
Even the Obama State Department
concluded it would not harm the cli-
mate. But because canceling the pipe-
line project just feels like the green
thing to do, the new administration
killed all these jobs. This was not the
day one the American workers de-
served.

The new administration has also
sketched out a massive proposal for
blanket amnesty that would gut en-
forcement of American laws while cre-
ating huge new incentives for people to
rush here illegally at the same time.
This kind of failed approach will invite
another humanitarian crisis on our
border and privilege powerful interests
ahead of American workers.

For all the talk about norms within
government, last night brought a truly
unprecedented move at the National
Labor Relations Board. The President
fired the Board’s independent general
counsel almost a year before the end of
his term. Even leftwing activists called
the unprecedented move ‘‘aggressive.”’

Now, it is still early. There is still
plenty of time for President Biden to
remember that he does not owe his
election to the far left. The President
can and should refocus his administra-
tion on creating good-paying American
jobs, not sacrificing our people’s liveli-
hoods to liberal symbolism. Senate Re-
publicans will be ready, willing, and
eager to help make that happen.

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.
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MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will be
in a period of morning business, with
Senators permitted to speak therein
for up to 10 minutes each.

Mr. MCCONNELL. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The majority whip.

———

CORONAVIRUS

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I am
happy to be standing here today on the
Senate floor during an exciting week
and one that really provides us with
hope for the future. I welcome Presi-
dent Biden and, of course, Vice Presi-
dent HARRIS to their new roles and
look forward to their leadership that
they will provide in these difficult
times.

We can never forget that America is
still in the midst of a deadly pandemic.
Tragically, we lost over 400,000 Ameri-
cans. In my State of Illinois, we have
seen more than 1 million COVID cases,
and 18,398 of my neighbors and friends
in Illinois have died due to this deadly
virus.

As we continue to try to stop the
spread of this pandemic, I am glad that
the vaccine rollout has been able to
help some in my State—537,000 people
in Illinois have received vaccines. It is
a refreshing and long overdue sight to
have the President and White House
fully engaged in addressing this pan-
demic with a focus on science and ra-
cial equity.

On his first day yesterday, President
Biden signed several important Execu-
tive actions, including instituting a
mask mandate for all Federal facilities
and buildings.

Secondly, he moved to rejoin the
World Health Organization. This was
one of the most confounding decisions
by the Trump administration. In the
midst of a global pandemic, President
Trump opted to remove the United
States from the World Health Organi-
zation, which was focusing on the
spread of this pandemic and its impact
on nations around the world.

Finally, President Biden created an
office to coordinate a national response
to the pandemic. Today he is outlining
a strong plan to provide a national
strategy to liberate us from this
threat.

I must say that I was disappointed in
the transition when at first President
Trump refused to acknowledge that he
lost the election, and then his Agencies
dragged their feet when it came to in-
forming the Biden administration of
the status quo in America. Thus,
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